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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1954 

Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices,  Guildford  Road,  Woking 

Ylth  May ,  1955 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 

My  Lord,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  wish  to  present  my  28th  Annual  Report  of  Woking  for  the 
year  1954.  The  report  has  been  prepared  on  the  lines  of  that  for  1953 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  figure  of  population  given  by  the  Registrar  General  is  54,020, 
an  increase  of  1,240  over  the  previous  year,  and  on  this  figure  all  the 
vital  statistics  are  based. 

The  year  in  question  shows  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  infectious 
diseases  notified,  viz.  514  as  against  1,540  in  1953.  It  will  be  noted  that 
three  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  recorded. 

The  number  of  live  births  was  820,  giving  a  birth  rate  of  15-18  as 
compared  with  747  live  births  and  a  birth  rate  of  14-15  in  1953. 

Deaths  amounted  to  686  with  a  rate  of  12-70  as  compared  with  701 
and  a  death  rate  of  13-28  in  1953.  The  Death  Rate  figure  is  somewhat 
higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  1954  was  25-61  as  compared  with 
20  -08  for  the  previous  year.  The  figure  for  England  and  Wales  is  25-5. 
The  natural  increment  for  Woking  is  134. 

The  total  number  of  houses  completed  in  1954  was  675,  including 
148  erected  by  the  Local  Authority,  308  by  private  enterprise,  216  on 
Sheerwater  Estate,  1  S.C.C.  police  house,  and  2  flats  over  shops. 
In  addition  1 1  new  family  units  were  created  by  conversions. 

During  the  year  4  cases  of  overcrowding  were  recorded. 

The  Council  takes  a  continual  interest  in  the  provision  of  main 
drainage  and  main  water  supplies.  During  the  year  0-75  miles  of  new 
soil  sewers  were  constructed. 

I  am  indebted  once  more  to  all  members  of  the  staff  for  maintaining 
a  high  standard  of  efficiency  in  carrying  out  the  varied  functions  of  the 
Department. 


N.  HOOD  LINZEE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 
Area  (acres),  15,712. 

Estimate  of  Resident  Population,  Mid-year  1954,  54,020. 


Year 

Houses 

Population 

Average  No. 
per  House 

1891 

1,584 

9,776 

6-2 

1901 

2,807 

16,222 

5-8 

1911 

4,072 

24,808 

6-0 

1921 

5,078 

26,430 

5-8 

1931 

6,853 

29,950 

4-4 

1941 

10,743 

47,770 

4*4 

1951 

11,949 

49,310 

4-1 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1954)  according  to  rate  books 
14,945. 

Rateable  Value,  £552,528. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  £2,192. 


Social  Conditions 

Woking  is  a  residential  town  situated  within  25  miles  of  London 
and  consequently  a  very  high  proportion  of  the  residents  find  employ¬ 
ment  in  London. 

A  total  of  1,947  acres  comprises  common  and  open  spaces  and  there 
are  many  recreation  grounds  to  provide  open  air  facilities  for  the 
children  and  adults.  In  the  34-acre  Woking  Park  there  is  in  addition 
to  normal  activities  an  open-air  swimming  pool. 

During  the  year  5,678  men  and  1,834  women  took  advantage  of  the 
available  facilities  at  the  slipper  baths. 

Unemployment  amongst  Woking  residents  was  rather  lower  than 
the  figure  for  the  post-war  years. 


Classification 

Dec.  3 1st 
1950 

Dec.  31st 
1951 

Dec.  31st 
1952 

Dec.  31st 
1953 

Dec.  31st 
1954 

Male  Adults 

147 

39 

96 

78 

70 

Male  Juveniles 

10 

2 

4 

34 

9 

Female  Adults 

55 

40 

58 

73 

52 

Female  Juveniles  . . 

34 

2 

3 

42 

6 

Totals  . . 

246 

83 

161 

227 

137 
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Vital  Statistics 

1954 

1953 

(1)  Number  of  live  births 

820 

747 

(2)  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

15-18 

14-15 

(3)  Birth  Rate  (corrected  by  Registrar  General’s 

comparability  factor) 

15*33 

14*29 

(4)  Number  of  still-births  per  1,000  total  births 

16-79 

11*90 

(5)  Number  of  deaths 

686 

701 

(6)  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

12-70 

13-28 

(7)  Death  Rate  (corrected  by  Registrar 

General’s  comparability  factor) 

11-68 

12-22 

(8)  Natural  increase  of  population 

134 

46 

(9)  Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 

21 

15 

(10)  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

25-61 

20-08 

(11)  Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  conse- 

quence  of  childbirth 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1954 

Live  Births:—  Total  m.  f. 

Legitimate  . .  .  .  .  .  763  398  365 

Illegitimate  .  .  . .  57  29  28 

Birth  Rate,  15-18  per  1,000  population 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate,  15-33  per  1,000  population 
Still-births  .  .  . .  14  7  7 

Rate  per  1.000  total  births,  16-79 
Deaths .  686  298  388 


Death  Rate,  12-70  per  1,000  population 
Adjusted  Death  Rate,  11-68  per  1,000  population 
The  crude  birth  and  death  rates  for  Woking  are  strictly  not  com¬ 
parable  with  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales.  In  order  to  arrive  at 
comparative  figures  and  make  allowance  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex 
and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs  from  that  for 
England  and  Wales  the  Registrar  General  has  introduced  compara¬ 
bility  factors.  These  figures  for  Woking  are  1-01  and  -92  for  births 
and  deaths  respectively,  and  the  adjusted  rates  have  been  calculated 


accordingly. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes:—  o^eSdltnobffi 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .  .  .  .  — 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  25-61 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  . .  26-21 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  . .  17-54 

Deaths  from  malignant  neoplasms  (all  ages)  . .  . .  107 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  — 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  . .  . .  — 
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Births 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  live  births  and  the  birth 
rate  over  the  past  10  years. 


Year 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 


Number  of 
Births 

Birth  Rate 

735 

17-49 

887 

20-59 

865 

19-61 

727 

15-83 

687 

14-89 

673 

14-11* 

689 

14-25* 

719 

14-58* 

747 

14-29* 

820 

15-33* 

Birth  Rate  for  England 
and  Wales 


16 

19 

20' 

17- 

16- 


15-8 


15 

15 

15' 

15- 


5 

3 

5 

2 


- - uuiciai  s  v_umparaDinty  ractor. 

U.D/durin^TS  was^^^^akho °f  bilth,S  which  occurred  in  the  Woking 

for  this  year  being  134.  e  ^ast  ^  years,  the  natural  increment 

The  statistics  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  during  1954  show 

*at  T;*otal,m'mber  of  registered  live  births  allocated  to  Woking  was 

cT421  males  and  393  females,  the  birth  rate  being  15-18  per  1  000 

aLhS7PtT  of 10n'  °f  the„t0ta!  number  of  bir<hs  763  were  legitimate 
and  57  (6-95  per  cent)  illegitimate. 

In  addition  there  were  14  still  births,  7  male  and  7  female. 


Causes  of  Death  during  1954 

All  causes 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 

Whooping  cough . 

Diphtheria 

Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

••  ••  ••  <a 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . .  .  . . 


Male  Female 

298  388 

2  1 

3  3 


1  — 

10  5 

13  4 

—  15 

—  3 

24  33 

—  2 
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Causes  of  Death  during  1954 — contd. 


Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . . 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 


Male 


28 

43 

5 

68 

11 

20 

11 

3 

7 

2 

2 

3 


Female 

3 

49 

41 

15 

105 

24 

2 

28 

3 


1 

5 


6  2 

28  34 

1  2 

4  7 

2  1 

1  — 


Deaths 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  was  686 — 
298  males  and  388  females,  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  12-70  per  thousand 
of  the  estimated  population. 

The  deaths  occurring  outside  the  district  of  people  really  belonging 
to  Woking  were  125. 

The  following  deaths  occurred  in  Institutions  outside  the  Woking 
district  of  people  usually  resident  in  Woking: 

St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Guildford  . .  . .  6 

St.  Peter's  Hospital,  Chertsey . 71 

London  Hospitals  . .  .  .  . .  •  •  16 

Other  Hospitals  and  Institutions  . .  . .  20 


There  were  55  deaths  within  this  district  of  persons  not  usually 
resident  in  Woking,  23  males  and  32  females. 
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Death  Rate  for  the  Past  Ten  Years 


Year 

Woking 

Urban 

District 

England 

and 

Wales 

1945 

10-80 

114 

1946 

10-63 

11-5 

1947 

10-47 

12-0 

1948 

10-58 

10-8 

1949 

9-73* 

11-7 

1950 

10-23* 

11-6 

1951 

9-65* 

12-5 

1952 

10-46* 

11-3 

1953 

12-22* 

11-4 

1954 

11-68* 

113 

*  Adjusted  by  Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor. 


The  principal  causes  of  death,  excluding  those  from  zymotic  diseases, 
are: — 


Malignant  neoplasms 

•  • 

107 

Heart  disease 

277 ' 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

77 

►  389 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

35 

Pneumonia 

48  ‘ 

Bronchitis  . 

14 

►  65 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3' 

Malignant  Neoplasms 

Malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  were  responsible  for  107  deaths 
or  15-60  per  cent  of  total  deaths. 

Deaths  from  Malignant  Neoplasms 


Year 

Total  Deaths 

Deaths  from 
Malignant 
Neoplasms 

Percentage 

1945 

454 

67 

14-76 

1946 

458 

68 

14-85 

1947 

462 

62 

13-42 

1948 

486 

93 

1914 

1949 

488 

77 

15-77 

1950 

524 

100 

19-08 

1951 

501 

83 

16-56 

1952 

554 

101 

18-23 

1953 

701 

100 

14-26 

1954 

686 

107 

15-60 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation 
There  were  389  deaths  due  to  Heart  and  Circulation.  This  figure 
represents  56-71  per  cent  of  the  whole  deaths. 
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Deaths  from  Heart  Disease 


Year 

Total  Deaths 

Heart  Disease 
Deaths 

Percentage 

1945 

454 

174 

38-33 

1946 

458 

211 

46-07 

1947 

462 

205 

44-37 

1948 

486 

230 

47-32 

1949 

488 

237 

48-56 

1950 

524 

239 

45-61 

1951 

501 

271 

54-09 

1952 

554 

280 

50-54 

1953 

701 

368 

52-50 

1954 

686 

389 

56-71 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  other  Respiratory  Diseases 
There  were  48  deaths  due  to  Pneumonia,  14  to  Bronchitis,  and  3  to 
other  respiratory  diseases.  This  gives  a  total  of  65  or  9*48  per  cent  of 
total  deaths. 


Year 

Total  Deaths 

Bronchitis,  etc.. 
Deaths 

Percentage 

1945 

454 

59 

12-99 

1946 

458 

47 

10-26 

1947 

462 

57 

12-34 

1948 

486 

40 

8-23 

1949 

488 

42 

8-61 

1950 

524 

53 

10-11 

1951 

501 

42 

8-38 

1952 

554 

61 

11-01 

1953 

701 

90 

12-83 

1954 

686 

65 

9-48 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  death  rates  per  thousand  of  the 


population  for  certain  diseases: — 

Bronchitis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0-26 

Measles  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Cancer  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1-98 

Heart  Disease  . .  . .  . .  . .  5*13 

Heart  Disease  and  Circulation  . .  . .  7-20 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . .  . .  . .  0-13 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . .  0-06 

Scarlet  Fever  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Typhus  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Typhoid  and  Para-Typhoid  . .  . .  — 

Pneumonia  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0-89 

Influenza  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  0-04 

Tuberculosis  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  0-06 
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Deaths  due  to  Violence 

The  figures  given  below  indicate  the  manner  in  which  Woking 
residents  met  their  deaths  from  violence. 

Road  Traffic  deaths  . .  5  Poisoning  . .  1 

•  •  •  •  •  •  5  Drowning  . .  . .  2 

Gunshot  wound  . .  1 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  3  suicides. 

Infantile  Mortality 

There  were  21  infant  deaths  during  the  year  (including  transferable 
deaths)  giving  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  25-61  per  1,000  live  births 
compared  with  25-5  per  1,000  live  births  for  England  and  Wales! 
The  Infantile  Death  rate  for  illegitimate  children  in  Woking  was 
17-54  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births. 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  the  Past  Ten  Years 


Year 

Deaths  Under  1  year 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

1945 

23 

31-29 

1946 

24 

27-06 

1947 

26 

30-06 

1948 

19 

26-13 

1949 

17 

24-74 

1950 

15 

22-29 

1951 

16 

22-99 

1952 

19 

26-42 

1953 

15 

20-08 

1954 

21 

25-61 

Year 

No.  of  Deaths 
under  1  year 

No.  of  Deaths  under 

2  years  due  to 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

No.  of  live  Births 

1945 

23 

1 

735 

1946 

24 

— 

887 

1947 

26 

4 

865 

1948 

19 

1 

727 

1949 

17 

— 

687 

1950 

15 

— 

673 

1951 

16 

— 

689 

1952 

19 

— 

719 

1953 

15 

1 

747 

1954 

21 

820 
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The  following  tables  show  the  causes  of  death  and  ages  at  death  of 
infants  under  1  year. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 

1  week 

1-2 

weeks 

2-3 

weeks 

3-4 

weeks 

Total  No. 
under  1 
month 

Prematurity  . . 

10 

_ 

— 

— 

10 

Meningitis  . . 

1 

' 

1 

Cause  of  Death 

1-3 

months 

4-6 

months 

7-9 

months 

10-12 

months 

Total 
deaths 
under  1  year 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Congenital  Heart 
Disease 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

3 

Hydrocephalus 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


{ci)  Laboratory  Facilities 

Clinical  material  (sputum,  swabs,  etc.)  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
events  is  sent  to  various  available  laboratories  for  examination. 

Samples  of  milk,  water,  and  ice-cream  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  are  sent  to  The  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Guildford. 

Samples  of  water  for  chemical  examination  are  sent  to  the  Royal 
Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene,  London. 


1953 


Number  of  swabs  examined  for  diphtheria  . .  1 

Number  of  swabs  examined  for  scarlet  fever  . .  3 

Number  of  swabs  examined  for  miscellaneous  1 

Number  of  specimens  of  faeces  examined  14 

Number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  for  examination  143 

Number  of  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  for  analysis  128 

Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis  47 


1954 


1 

14 

98 

68 

19 
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(b)  Ambulance  Facilities 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  Ambulance 
Service  is  administered  by  the  Surrey  County  Council. 

Ambulances  are  supplied  from: — 

Ambulance  Control  Station,  Guildford  Road,  Chertsey  (Tel.  Woking 
3040),  which  is  operated  directly  by  the  County  Council. 

The  following  additional  facilities  are  still  available: — 

(a)  British  Red  Cross  Society,  Ambulance  Station,  Boundary  Road, 
Woking  (Tel.  Woking  2369),  for  accident  and  removal  of  cases  to  and 
from  hospitals. 

( b )  Isolation  Hospital,  Ottershaw  (Tel.  Ottershaw  327),  used  for 
removal  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  to  and  from  the  hospital. 


(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

Eleven  County  Council  Health  Visitors  undertake  home  visits 
required  under  the  various  schemes  of  the  Surrey  County  Council, 
including  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  supervision. 

District  Nurses/Domiciliary  Midwives  are  provided  by  the  Surrey 
County  Council  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District.  During  1954  the 
number  of  cases  attended  was  832  (15,261  visits). 


( d )  Hospitals 

There  have  been  no  changes  or  developments  with  regard  to  the 
hospital  facilities  in  the  district.  They  are  as  follows: — - 

Woking  and  District  Victoria  Hospital. 

Rowley  Bristow  Hospital,  Pyrford. 

Brookwood  Hospital  (mental  cases). 

Clinic  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  at  Woking  Dispensary, 
Clarence  Avenue,  Woking. 

The  Clinics  for  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  are  situated  at 
Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford,  and  Woking  Victoria 
Hospital. 

The  following  sessions  are  held  at  Woking  and  District  Victoria 
Hospital : — 

Males .  Thursday,  5-7  p.m. 

Females  .  Tuesday,  4-7  p.m. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

No  cases  were  reported  to  the  Department  during  the  year,  and  no 
action  was  deemed  necessary  under  Section  47  of  this  Act. 
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Ottershaw  Isolation  Hospital 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
Isolation  Hospital  during  1954: — 

cases 

admitted 

Scarlet  Fever 

19  cases 

Measles 

3 

5  5 

Whooping  Cough 

11 

55 

Chicken  Pox 

4 

Gastro-enteritis 

10 

55 

Dysentery  and  ?  Dysentery  . . 

9 

55 

?  Meningitis 

8 

55 

Mumps 

7 

55 

Other  Diseases  . . 

30 

55 

MATERNITY 

Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Welfare 

The  excellent  Maternity  Hospital  in  Heathside  Road  continued  its 
invaluable  service.  54  beds  are  kept,  and  during  1954,  1,370  patients 
were  admitted  as  compared  with  1,401  in  1953.  572  patients  were 
admitted  from  Woking  Urban  District.  Of  the  total,  983  were  delivered 
by  midwives,  and  249  by  doctors,  the  average  duration  of  stay  being 
11-45  days.  231  operations  were  carried  out.  106  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
cases  occurred,  45  being  in  persons  admitted  from  Woking. 

Midwives. — The  Hospital  is  an  approved  training  school  for  midwives, 
and  41  nurses  were  trained  and  passed  the  Examinations  of  the  Central 
Midwives'  Board  during  the  year.  3  midwives  serve  the  district  and 
attended  233  cases.  The  number  of  visits  made  totalled  5,905. 

Climes. — Ante-natal  clinics  are  held  every  Tuesday,  Thursday  and 
Saturday  mornings  and  afternoons  and  Wednesday  afternoons  and 
Friday  mornings.  Post-natal  clinics  are  held  every  Monday  morning 
except  the  second  Monday  of  each  month.  Baby  clinics  are  held  every 
Monday  and  Friday  afternoon.  Fertility  clinics  are  held  every  Wednes¬ 
day  morning. 

Attendances: — 

Ante-natal  Clinic  . .  . .  . .  4,929 

Baby  Clinic  .  .  . .  . .  . .  2,382 

For  examination  by  Specialist  . .  1,204 
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OTHER—  The  Woking  and  District  Victoria  Hospital  admitted 
1,870  in-patients.  Other  attendances  were  as  follows: — 


Number  of  Out-patient  attendances 

. .  14,423 

Casualty  attendances 

•  • 

..  15,308 

Physiotherapy  attendances  . . 

•  « 

.  .  26,358 

Number  of  X-ray  cases 

9,344 

and  “A.P.  Screenings” 

•  • 

2,294 

Attendances  at  V.D.  Clinics 

613 

SURREY  COUNTY  COUNCIL  CLINICS 


Centre 

Address 

Clinic 

Day 

Woking 

Maternity  Hospital, 
Heathside  Road 

Ante-natal 

Wednesday,  p.m. 

Lriday,  a.m. 

S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Clarence  Avenue 

Welfare 

Dental 

Wednesday,  p.m. 

Tuesday,  a.m.  and  p.m. 
Wednesday,  a.m.  and  p.m. 
Thursday,  a.m.  and  p.m. 
Lriday,  a.m.  and  p.m. 

1 

Eye 

Thursday,  a.m.  (1st) 
Thursday,  p.m. 

Minor 

Ailments 

Wednesday,  a.m. 

Penlee,  Claremont 
Avenue 

Child 

Guidance 

Pull  time 

Speech 

Pull  time 

Dental 

Monday,  a.m.  and  p.m. 
Tuesday,  a.m.  and  p.m. 
Thursday,  a.m.  and  p.m. 
Lriday,  a.m.  and  p.m. 

Byfleet 

Methodist  Hall, 

Old  Byfleet 

Welfare 

Dental 

Wednesday,  p.m. 

Thursday,  a.m.  and  p.m. 
Friday,  a.m.  and  p.m. 

Minor 

Ailments 

Thursday,  a.m. 

Horsell 

The  Institute 

Welfare 

Friday,  p.m. 

Minor 

Ailments 

Friday,  p.m. 

** 
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SURREY  COUNTY  COUNCIL  CLINICS — continued. 


Centre 

Address 

Clinic 

Day 

Knaphill 

Trinity  Church  Hall, 
Chobham  Road 

Welfare 

Minor 

Ailments 

Friday,  p.m. 

Friday,  p.m. 

Westfield 

St.  Peter’s  Church 
Hall,  Old  Woking 

Welfare 

Minor 

Ailments 

Tuesday,  p.m. 

Tuesday,  a.m. 

St.  John’s 

Memorial  Hall 

Welfare 

Minor 

Ailments 

Thursday,  p.m.  (2nd  and 
4th) 

Thursday,  p.m.  (2nd  and 
4th) 

Sheer- 

water 

St.  Michael’s  Hall 

General 

Medical 

Welfare 

Monday,  a.m. 

Monday,  p.m. 
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Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  64  cases,  8  less  than  in  the  previous  year, 
and  19  of  these  were  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  39  of  the  cases 
occurred  in  the  5-10  age  group.  Once  again  there  were  no  deaths 
during  the  year  and  it  does  seem  that  the  severity  of  Scarlet  Fever  has 
lessened  considerably  in  the  last  few  years. 

Measles. — The  13  notified  cases  were  a  large  decrease  on  the  previous 
year.  3  of  these  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths 
during  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough. — 158  cases  occurred,  11  of  which  were  admitted  to 
hospital. 

Para-Typhoid  Fever. — There  was  one  case  during  the  year. 

Dysentery. — 4  cases  occurred.  During  the  year  there  were  no  deaths. 
Poliomyelitis. — There  was  one  case. 

Meningococcal  Infection. — The  2  cases  which  occurred  were  both 
admitted  to  hospital. 

Pneumonia. — During  the  past  year  70  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified, 
and  48  deaths  were  recorded. 

During  the  year  there  was  no  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Small-pox, 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Enteric  Fever,  or  Acute  Encephalitis. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

For  the  past  three  years  the  work  of  Immunisation  and  Vaccination 
has  been  carried  out  by  the  Surrey  County  Council,  and  the  following 
is  a  tabulation  of  the  work  done  during  1954. 


Full  course  of  primary 
immunisation  during  1954. 


Age  under  1  year  24 

Age  1  year  162 

Age  2  years  41 

Age  3  years  17 

Age  4  years  5 

Age  5-9  years  56 

Age  10-14  years  18 


Total  323 


Reinforcement  doses  1954 


Age  under  1  year 

— 

Age  1  year 

— 

Age  2  years 

2 

Age  3  years 

7 

Age  4  years 

13 

Age  5-9  years 

400 

Age  10-14  years 

139 

Total 

561 
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In  addition,  private  practitioners  carried  out  the  following  immunisa¬ 
tion  work  during  1954. 


Reinforcing  doses  1954 


Full  course  of  primary 
immunisation  during  1954 


Age  under  1  year 

26 

Age  1  year 

225 

Age  2  years 

86 

Age  3  years 

31 

Age  4  years 

8 

Age  5-9  years 

18 

Age  10-14  years 

4 

Total 

398 

Age  under  1  year  — 

Age  1  year  1 

Age  2  years  — 

Age  3  years  1 

Age  4  years  7 

Age  5-9  years  135 

Age  10-14  years  8 

Total  152 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  children  immunised  in 
each  of  the  last  five  years : — 


Year 

No.  of  Children 

1950 

724 

1951 

1,065 

1952 

697 

1953 

599 

1954 

*721 

*  Including  general  practitioners. 


VACCINATION 

509  children  under  14  years  of  age  and  174  adults  were  vaccinated 
during  the  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1954. 


AGE 

PERIODS 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N  on-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1  .  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 

1-5  .  . 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

____ 

. 

_ 

_ 

5-15  .. 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

_ . 

_ 

15-25  .. 

10 

10 

— 

3 

— 

_ 

_ 

____ _ 

25-35  . . 

13 

14 

— 

2 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

35-45  . . 

5 

10 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

45-55  . . 

6 

2 

1 

- - 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

55-65  . . 

4 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

— 

___ 

_____ 

65  and  upwards 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

43 

39 

2 

7 

2 

1 

— 

The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year  ending 
31st  December  was  91,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table:— 

Number  notified  by  General  Practitioners  . .  .  .  2 

Number  notified  by  Institutions  and  Clinics  . .  . .  34 

Number  transferred  to  Woking  . .  . 55 

Number  notified  after  death  . .  .  .  . .  . .  — 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  annually 
since  1945,  and  the  number  of  deaths  which  occurred: — 


NUMBER  ON  REGISTER 

DEATHS 

YEAR 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1945 

109 

106 

40 

48 

12 

5 

1 

1 

1946 

128 

114 

41 

48 

9 

6 

1 

1 

1947 

156 

107 

41 

48 

5 

6 

1 

1 

1948 

157 

111 

38 

46 

8 

4 

_ 

_ 

1949 

183 

109 

37 

47 

7 

4 

2 

_ 

1950 

185 

118 

37 

48 

13 

5 

2 

2 

1951 

193 

124 

36 

44 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1952 

229 

155 

38 

41 

5 

3 

1 

1953 

248 

168 

30 

31 

5 

3 

1 

1954 

271 

191 

31 

35 

2 

1 

— 
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The  increased  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  register  is 
largely  due  to  the  number  of  cases  living  in  the  new  houses  on  the 
Sheerwater  Estate — the  number  of  houses  built  by  the  L.C.C.  on  this 
estate  in  1954  was  216,  and  23  additional  cases  on  this  estate  were 
added  to  the  register  during  the  year. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 

REGULATIONS,  1925 

No  action  was  necessary  under  these  Regulations  regarding  tuber¬ 
culous  employees  in  the  milk  trade. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  SEC.  172 

No  action  was  needed  for  the  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of 
infectious  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  whose 
lodging  or  accommodation  prevented  the  adoption  of  proper  pre¬ 
cautions  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  or  who  were  not  taking 
such  precautions. 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  care  and  after-care  measures 
and  these  are  supervised  through  local  Committees.  The  funds  available 
are  derived  from  grants  made  through  the  County-rate  and  by  voluntary 
effort.  The  Committees  are  responsible  for  arrangements  in  relation  to 
such  matters  as  holiday  camps  for  children  from  tuberculous  house¬ 
holds,  and  occupational  therapy  materials. 

Three  families  were  rehoused  by  the  Council  in  cases  where  a  member 
of  the  family  suffers  from  tuberculosis. 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  the  matter  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Surrey  County  Council. 


SCHOOLS 

Most  of  the  Schools  are  of  modern  construction  and  all  have  water- 
closets  drained  to  the  sewers. 

There  is  close  co-operation  with  the  School  Medical  Service  of  the 
Surrey  County  Council.  The  Regulations  with  respect  to  exclusion 
from  school  of  infectious  cases  and  contacts  are  strictly  observed.  The 
Head  Teachers  of  the  schools  notify  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
absences  from  school  of  children  suffering  from  any  disease  or  ailment. 
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SWIMMING  POOLS 

The  Swimming  Pool  opened  in  1935  in  the  Woking  Park  continues 
in  popularity  with  residents  and  visitors.  Its  modern  filtration,  aeration 
and  chlorination  plant  provides  a  complete  turnover  of  the  425,000 
gallons  it  contains  every  5  hours,  and  the  water  is  tested  for  alkalinity 
and  acidity  twice  daily.  Bacteriological  examination  of  the  water  was 
regularly  carried  out,  12  samples  being  submitted.  These  all  proved  to 
be  satisfactory.  During  1954,  the  number  of  admissions  were  67,234 
as  against  88,376  for  the  year  previous. 

There  are  no  privately-owned  Swimming  Pools  open  to  the  public 
in  the  district. 


MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 

Close  attention  is  paid  to  the  conditions  under  which  movable 
dwellings  are  sited  in  the  district  and  all  necessary  action  is  taken 
under  the  Public  Health  Act  and  under  provisions  relating  to  Town 
and  Country  Planning. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

This  work  is  under  the  control  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


MILK  SUPPLY 

Supervision  on  the  distributive  side  is  the  responsibility  of  the  local 
authority  and  much  time  is  devoted  to  this  important  work.  I  am 
happy  to  report  that  of  the  seven  samples  taken  for  biological  examina¬ 
tion,  none  showed  evidence  of  tubercle  bacilli. 


ICE  CREAM 

The  greater  proportion  of  the  ice  cream  consumed  in  the  district  is 
produced  elsewhere  and  there  is  a  tendency  for  the  production  to  be 
concentrated  more  and  more  into  the  hands  of  a  few  large  firms. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

As  described  in  previous  Reports,  the  water  is  supplied  by  the 
Woking  and  District  Water  Company  from  its  stations  at  Chertsey, 
West  Horsley,  West  Clandon,  and  a  supply  in  bulk  by  statute  from  the 
Guildford  Corporation.  The  West  Surrey  Water  Company  supplies 
the  By  fleet  area. 


21 


The  Woking  and  District  Water  Company’s  mains  were  extended 
4,964  yards  in  the  Urban  District  during  1954,  and  those  of  the  West 
Surrey  Water  Co.  by  902  yards. 

With  few  exceptions  water  is  laid  on  to  the  interior  of  the  houses. 

2  samples  of  Company  water  were  taken  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
Chemical  examinations  are  made  by  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public 
Health  and  Hygiene. 

Wells. — Twelve  houses  are  still  dependent  on  shallow  wells,  num¬ 
bering  11,  for  their  water  supply.  Samples  of  these  waters  are  taken 
regularly  to  check  their  purity.  Some  of  these  houses  are  too  remote 
to  make  main  supply  practicable.  4  samples  of  these  waters  were 
taken  during  the  year.  All  new  houses  are  provided  with  a  main  supply. 


DRAINAGE  ARRANGEMENTS 

The  Council  has  always  under  review  the  inadequate  arrangements 
for  drainage  in  many  parts  of  the  district,  and  proposals  for  the  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  main  sewers  have  already  been  considered.  A  firm  of 
consulting  engineers  have  been  engaged  to  assist  in  this  work. 
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1st  May,  1955 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 

My  Lord  Chairman,  Mrs.  Gale  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  privilege  to  present  my  ninth  Annual  Report  to  the  Council.. 

The  Council’s  first  Sanitary  Inspector  appears  to  have  been  appointed  in 
1898,  when  the  district  comprised  some  1,500  dwellings  with  a  population  of 
8,000.  Since  that  time  there  has  been  a  progressive  increase  in  both  dwellings 
and  population  until  today  we  are  responsible  for  the  sanitary  administration 
of  an  area  of  15,712  acres  containing  a  population  of  54,020  and  16,252 
premises. 

Whilst  work  of  the  nature  performed  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  is  necessarily 
beset  with  many  problems,  and  whilst  in  Woking  the  range  of  duties  has 
increased,  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  generally  speaking  circumstances  are 
not  so  difficult  as  in  the  early  post-war  years. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  Report  the  inspection  of  properties  under  the 
Housing  Acts  has  continued.  The  completion  of  repairs  is  still  not  easy  to 
attain;  an  added  difficulty  is  the  apparent  indifference  of  many  builders  to 
undertake  work  of  this  character.  Owners  themselves  can  usually  be  persuaded 
of  the  need  to  meet  their  responsibilities  under  the  various  statutes. 

Progress  continues  to  be  made  in  relation  to  unfit  houses  incapable  of 
repair  at  reasonable  expense.  Of  the  61  houses  recorded  since  the  war  27 
have  been  demolished,  12  have  been  reconditioned  by  the  owners  and  6  are 
now  vacant.  The  remaining  houses  are  still  the  subject  of  negotiation. 

I  regret  that  the  Government  were  unable  to  accept  an  extension  of  the 
provisions  of  the  new  Food  and  Drugs  Act  to  include  prohibition  of  smoking 
by  persons  engaged  in  the  preparation  and  serving  of  food  for  sale.  In  my  view 
the  smoking  habit  is  to  be  deplored  and  legal  backing  on  this  point  would 
have  been  helpful. 

The  absence  of  adequate  staff  to  maintain  essential  functions  has  been  a 
serious  obstacle.  There  were  occasions  during  the  year  when  for  various 
reasons  the  services  of  only  one  Inspector  were  available  to  me.  The  Council’s 
willingness  to  increase  the  staff  and  to  take  all  necessary  steps  for  this  purpose 
suggest  a  much  happier  situation  in  1955. 

The  maintenance  of  weekly  refuse  collection  schedules  and  the  satisfactory 
arrangements  for  refuse  disposal  are  matters  for  which  there  has  been  cause 
for  satisfaction.  However,  the  growing  population  and  the  lessening  staff  for 
this  purpose  is  suggestive  of  problems  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

My  thanks  for  the  practical  achievements  recorded  within  these  pages 
are  due  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  who  assist  me  so  well,  to  the  female  clerical 
staff  whose  tact,  courtesy  and  administrative  abilities  are  exceptional,  and  a 
Council  from  whom  I  receive  all  the  help  and  assistance  for  which  I  ask. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  G.  DAVIES, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector . 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION 

The  following  tabulations  summarize  the  visits  made  and  the  improve¬ 
ments  effected  during  the  year. 

{a)  Number  and  nature  of  inspections: — 


Inspections  under  Housing  Act,  1936 

•  •  • 

176 

Inspections  of  dwellings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

2,581 

Inspections 

of  dwellings  occupied  by 

applicants 

for 

Council  Houses  . . 

35 

Enquiries  re 

infectious  diseases 

77 

Inspections  of  verminous  premises 

3 

Investigations  re  overcrowding 

6 

Inspection  of  slaughterhouses 

175 

55  55 

places  of  entertainment 

6 

55  55 

dairies 

19 

55  55 

bakehouses  . . 

50 

55  55 

movable  dwellings  . . 

232 

55  55 

factories 

237 

55  55 

outworkers’  premises 

8 

55  55 

cafes,  restaurants 

80 

55  55 

factory  and  school  canteens 

12 

55  55 

licensed  houses  and  hotels. 

18 

55  55 

other  food  premises 

495 

55  55 

mobile  food  vans 

7 

55  55 

premises  where  ice  cream  is 

manufactured, 

stored  or  sold 

71 

55  55 

drainage  systems 

213 

55  55 

ditches  and  watercourses  . 

88 

Inspections  concerning  smoke  nuisance 

14 

55 

„  Shops  Act,  1950  (Section  38) 

62 

55 

„  rodent  infestation 

(by  Sanitary 

Inspectors) 

•  •  • 

468 

55 

„  pest  control  (by 

Sanitary 

In- 

spectors) 

•  •  • 

53 

55 

„  pollution  of  streams,  etc. 

6 

55 

„  refuse  tips,  etc.  . 

•  •  • 

321 

55 

„  Pet  Animals  Act 

•  • 

3 

55 

,,  exhumations 

•  •  • 

30 

55 

„  food  poisoning  . 

•  •  • 

3 

Miscellaneous 

•  •  • 

205 

Re- inspections 

•  •  • 

2,348 

8,102 
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( b )  Notices  served: — 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  during  the  year  . .  322 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served: — 

1.  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sec.  75  .  .  . .  . .  1 

2.  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sec.  93  .  20 

3.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Sec.  9  ..  ..  ..  ..  3 
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Of  the  section  93  notices  the  repairs  have  been  completed  in  10  cases 
and  also  in  relation  to  15  notices  outstanding  from  1953.  The  required 
dustbin  has  been  supplied  following  the  service  of  the  section  75  notice. 

(c)  Improvements  have  been  effected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  as 


follows: — 

Rooms  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  5 

Wall  plaster  renewed  or  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  69 

Ceiling  plaster  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  . .  .  .  33 

Floors  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  74 

Natural  lighting  improved  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Sub-floor  space  ventilated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Doors  repaired  or  provided  .  .  . .  . .  . .  13 

Window  sashes  and  frames  repaired  or  provided  . .  33 

Sash  cords  renewed  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  27 

Staircases  and  stairs  renewed  or  repaired . .  . .  . .  2 

Stoves  and  grates  renewed  or  repaired  . .  . .  . .  25 

Coppers  or  parts  thereof  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  4 

Sinks  renewed  or  repaired  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  4 

Sink  wastepipes  renewed  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  7 

Sills,  steps,  lintels,  arches  renewed  or  repaired  . .  2 

Pail  and  water  closets  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  .  .  3 

Pail  closets  abolished  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

W.C.  cisterns  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  . .  . .  17 

New  W.C.s  provided  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  5 

W.C.  pedestals  renewed  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  26 

Houses  connected  to  sewer  . .  . .  . .  .  .  22 

R.W.P.s  provided  or  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  29 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  19 

Drainage  repaired,  including  soilpipes  . .  . .  . .  99 

Yard  paving  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  98 

Eaves  gutters  provided  or  repaired  . .  . .  . .  52 
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Roofs  repaired 
Pointings  renewed 
Brickwork  renewed 
Damp  proof  course  renewed 
Dampness  remedied  in  other  ways 
Water  service  pipes  repaired 
Main  water  supply  provided 
Cesspools  repaired 
Defects  remedied  at : 


70 

15 

7 

14 

60 

9 

7 

7 


Meat  and  food  premises  .  . 
Factories 


43 

7 

4 

98 

19 

68 


Bakehouses 

Samples  of  milk  obtained  for  examination 
Samples  of  water  obtained  for  examination 
Samples  of  ice  cream  obtained  for  examination 
Verminous  rooms  fumigated,  etc. 

Rooms  disinfected  after  cases  of  disease 


163 

49 


The  connection  of  existing  dwellings  to  the  main  sewers  of  the  Council 
is  an  ambition  earnestly  pursued,  often  with  disappointing  results  after 
much  hard  work.  Under  post-war  conditions  success  in  this  direction 
cannot  be  substantial  but  each  connection  made  is  a  clear  step  in  the 
right  direction.  During  1954  the  following  houses  were  connected  to 
the  sewers: — 


Green  Farm,  Pyrford 
Elvedon  Cottages,  Pyrford  .  . 
Reidon  Hill 


6 

12 

4 


A  regrettable  feature  of  Woking  is  the  very  large  number  of  cases  in 
which  rainwater  is  discharged  into  the  ground,  often  close  to  the 
footings  of  the  houses.  In  such  cases  this  is  often  a  substantial  contributor 
to  the  dampness  of  walls.  So  long  as  circumstances  in  Woking  do  not 
permit  of  additional  surface  water  being  discharged  to  the  sewers,  no 
satisfactory  answer  to  this  problem  can  exist. 


HOUSING 


Housing  inspection  during  the  past  years  was  never  at  any  time 
fraught  with  the  complex  problems  of  today.  Around  1 9 1 2  there  were 
frequent  references  to  the  fairly  new  nature  of  most  of  the  dwellings 
and  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  efforts  were  chiefly  confined  to  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  eaves  gutters  and  downpipes.  Economic  circumstances 
seem  to  have  complicated  matters  since  those  earlier  days;  nevertheless, 
despite  difficulties  a  quite  substantial  amount  of  good  work  has  been 
achieved. 
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I.  — Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

{a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2,757 

{b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 
(<7)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  . .  . .  176 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  6 

( d )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . .  322 

II.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year. 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  . .  . .  . .  . .  291 

{b)  Every  effort  is  made  to  secure  the  repair  or  recon¬ 
ditioning  of  dwelling-houses  by  negotiation  rather 
than  statutory  action,  but  where  such  action  fails, 
formal  notices  are  served  under  the  appropriate 
statutory  authority.  During  1954,  3  notices  were 
served  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

III.  — Individual  unfit  houses. 

(a)  Listed  below  are  the  dwellings  inspected  during  1954  and 
considered  to  be  unfit  and  beyond  repair  at  reasonable 
expense : — 


No.  of 
houses 

Address 

Reported  to 
Committee 

Action  taken 

1 

149,  High  Road, 
Byfleet 

1st  March 

House  demolished 

2 

1  and  2,  The  Boxes, 
Sutton  Park 

1st  February 

Undertaking  accepted 

not  to  re-let  property 

1 

Foster  Place,  High 
Street,  Knaphill 

1st  November 

Undertaking  accepted 

not  to  re-let  property 

1 

50,  High  Road,  Byfleet 

— 

House  demolished 

1 

103,  High  Street,  Old 
Woking 

1st  November 

Owners  proposals  ac¬ 
cepted. 
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( b )  As  a  result  of  action  initiated  in  1954  and  earlier  years  the 
following  dwellings  were  demolished  during  the  year. 

6,  New  Forest  Cottages,  Kingfield. 

140,  142,  144  and  161,  High  Street,  Old  Woking. 

Ivy  Cottage,  Sandy  Lane,  Maybury. 

80,  Walton  Road,  Woking. 

The  Copse,  Blackhorse  Road,  Woking. 

50  and  149,  High  Road,  Byfleet. 


(c)  Reconditioning  work  has  been  completed  at  the  following 
properties : — 

Wharf  Cottage,  Brewery  Road,  Horsell. 

1,  2  and  3,  Oakdale  Cottages,  College  Lane. 


The  demolition  of  all  unfit  houses  in  Woking  appears  capable  of 
being  achieved  within  the  next  five  years  and  the  necessity  should 
thus  not  arise  to  seek  the  use  of  the  new  powers  in  relation  to  deferred 
demolition. 


IV. — Housing  Act ,  1936 — Overcrowding. 

Overcrowding  within  the  meaning  of  the  1936  Housing  Act  is  no 
longer  a  problem,  only  4  cases  involving  8  families  occurring  during 
the  year;  3  of  the  cases  were  abated  by  the  end  of  December. 

This  very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  can  be  attributed  in  part  to 
the  co-operation  and  goodwill  existing  between  the  Housing  and  Public 
Health  Committees  of  the  Council. 


V. — Hutted  Camps. 

The  Council  has  always  been  mindful  of  the  unsatisfactory  cir¬ 
cumstances  arising  from  permanent  occupation  of  war-time  encamp¬ 
ments.  On  the  two  such  sites  in  Woking  during  post-war  years  much 
money  has  been  spent  without  a  commensurate  increase  in  amenities. 
A  special  report  on  these  sites  was  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  all  the  huts  on  the  West  Byfleet  site 
have  now  been  vacated. 
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FACTORY  INSPECTION 

1.— INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 ,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

17 

24 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . . 

232 

213 

9 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

249 

237 

9 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refc 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

;rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  . 

1 

1 

1 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) . 

_ 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) — 

(a)  Insufficient 

11 

7 

11 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de¬ 
fective  . . 

4 

4 

4 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  of¬ 
fences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

18 

14 

- 

18 

— 

29 


OUTWORKERS 

The  number  of  outworkers  in  the  list  required  by  Section  110(l)(c) 
is  as  follows : — 

Wearing  apparel  .  5 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  6 


MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 


Number  of  sites  used  for  parking  2  or  more  caravans  . . 
Number  of  caravans  on  each  site: 


Warren  Farm,  Pyrford 
(41  for  week-end  use  only) 
The  Cedars,  Byfleet 
Slapley’s,  Egley  Road 
Brewery  Lane,  Byfleet 
Vinery  Nurseries,  Byfleet 
Arden  House,  Byfleet 
Licences  issued  during  the  year 
1936,  Sec.  269 

Number  of  licences  renewed  .  . 


under  Public  Health 


Act, 


6 

101 

20 

5 

6 
4 

32 
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Apart  from  camping  sites,  the  majority  of  the  caravans  within  the 
Urban  District  are  occupied  by  persons  genuinely  awaiting  new  houses. 
The  increased  momentum  of  private  building  has  thus  resulted  in  a 
substantial  decrease  in  the  number  of  caravans  now  occupied. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Although  the  factories  of  Woking  are  chiefly  in  the  light  industry 
class,  nevertheless  they  do  contribute  in  many  instances  to  the  pollution 
of  the  atmosphere  by  smoke  and  grit.  The  establishment  of  air  pollution 
stations,  with  deposit  gauges  and  sulphur  recorders,  must  be  considered 
when  the  staff  situation  permits  of  such  an  innovation,  and  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  true  to  say  that  an  inspection  of  industrial  boiler  plant  is  overdue. 

It  is  necessary  to  emphasise,  however,  that  in  our  own  town  the 
pollution  from  domestic  chimneys  is  still  the  largest  single  source,  with 
a  substantial  contribution  also  from  the  railway.  The  complete 
abolition  of  smoke  pollution  is  perhaps  unattainable,  but  it  is  quite 
feasible  to  aim  very  high  by  the  introduction  of  smokeless  fuels  for 
domestic  use,  and  in  industry  the  avoidance  of  smoke  creation  from 
stoking  and  other  means.  There  are  of  course  other  factors  but  those 
mentioned  are  perhaps  the  most  important.  Heavy  air  pollution  has 
a  dual  effect  of  contaminating  the  air  which  we  have  to  breathe  and  also 
of  reducing  the  number  of  hours  of  direct  sunlight;  these  in  themselves 
are  ample  reasons  why  this  section  of  work  is  of  extreme  importance. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Regular  routine  inspections  of  food  premises  were  continued  and 
it  was  gratifying  to  see  that  the  steady  improvement  effected  by  the 
efforts  of  recent  years  is  being  maintained.  The  amount  of  time  devoted 
to  this  work  was  to  some  extent  adversely  affected  by  the  very  depleted 
staff  of  the  late  summer  and  autumn.  In  no  cases  were  seriously 
unsatisfactory  conditions  found  and  in  all  instances  where  defects 
were  discovered,  remedy  was  effected  by  informal  means  without  the 
need  for  recourse  to  court  proceedings.  Although  much  good  can  still 
be  done  by  way  of  publicity  and  special  campaigns  in  relation  to  food 
hygiene,  these  methods  can  never  be  regarded  as  substitutes  for 
sustained  and  regular  visits  by  the  Inspectors. 

Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  problem  of  the  open-fronted  fish 
shop  and  on  this  issue  representations  were  made  to  a  large  multiple 
firm  of  fishmongers  having  a  number  of  shops  within  the  urban  district. 
There  is  much  divergence  of  opinion  on  the  best  method  of  protecting 
displays  of  fish  and  the  trade  is  still  experimenting  in  an  endeavour  to 
find  the  most  satisfactory  solution. 

The  much  discussed  Food  and  Drugs  Amendment  Act  was  passed 
in  November  but  is  not  yet  operative  and  will  not  operate  until  such 
date  as  may  be  appointed.  Provision  is  made  in  the  new  Act  for  the 
making  of  regulations  concerning  specific  types  of  business  and  the 
final  form  of  these  is  awaited  with  interest  and  has  already  been  the 
subject  of  much  speculation  by  all  concerned.  Although  the  additional 
powers  given  by  the  Act  will  be  of  value  to  those  charged  with  respon¬ 
sibility  for  enforcing  the  law  relating  to  food  hygiene,  it  is  widely  felt 
that  this  new  legislation  contains  many  of  the  previous  weaknesses 
and  is  something  of  a  disappointment  to  those  who  had  hoped  for  a 
more  positive  lead  in  this  direction. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  426  food  premises  in  the  urban 


district,  classified  as  follows: — 

Bakehouses  and  bakers’  shops  . .  . .  . .  34 

Meat  shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  42 

Cafes  and  restaurants  . .  . .  . .  . .  43 

Confectioners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  47 

Fishmongers  and  fried  fish  shops  . .  . .  25 

Greengrocers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  40 

Grocers  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  124 

Factory  and  school  canteens  . .  . .  . .  33 

Licensed  houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  38 


Thirty-two  premises  are  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages. 


* 
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MILK  SUPPLY 

On  the  1st  January,  1954  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified 
Areas)  (No.  3)  Order  1953  became  operative  making  it  an  offence  over 
a  defined  area  to  sell  by  retail  any  milk  other  than  that  to  which  a 
special  designation  such  as  “Pasteurised,”  “Sterilised”  or  “Tuberculin 
Tested”  might  lawfully  be  applied.  The  effect  of  this  order  is  to  ensure 
that  milk  is  either  subject  before  sale  to  a  heat  treatment  process  which 
renders  it  free  from  any  potentially  pathogenic  organisms,  or  alter¬ 
natively,  where  raw  milk  is  preferred,  that  it  is  derived  from  cattle 
of  an  attested  herd  and  produced  and  bottled  in  accordance  with  rigid 
hygiene  standards.  Woking  is  included  within  the  terms  of  the  Order. 
By  virtue  also  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and 
Sterilised)  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1953  it  became  compulsory 
with  effect  from  the  1st  October,  1954  to  use  overlapping  caps  on 
bottles  of  pasteurised  milk  and  the  use  of  press-on  cardboard  caps  is 
not  now  permitted. 

Sampling  results  continued  to  be  generally  satisfactory  and  no 
evidence  of  tubercular  infection  was  found  in  samples  submitted  for 
biological  examination.  In  five  instances  however  pasteurised  milk 
failed  to  satisfy  the  phosphatase  test  and  all  of  these  were  samples 
obtained  from  two  small  dairymen  operating  from  premises  situated 
outside  our  area.  The  facts  were  immediately  reported  to  the  health 
departments  of  the  local  authorities  concerned  for  necessary  action  and 
subsequent  samples  obtained  by  us  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  Incidents 
such  as  these  serve  to  emphasise  the  value  of  regular  and  discriminate 
sampling  of  milk  to  ensure  that  there  is  no  falling  off  in  the  high  standard 
of  milk  supply  which  the  public  is  entitled  to  expect. 

Ninety-eight  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  following  tests : — 


Designation  of  Milk 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 

Turbidity 

Test 

Biological 

Test 

Pasteurised  . . 

58 

58 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

— 

— 

3 

— 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

24 

24 

— 

— 

T.T.  Farm  Bottled. . 

— 

3 

— 

— 

*Accredited 

— 

3 

— 

— 

T.T.  (from  farm  dairies)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

7 

*  The  use  of  the  designation  “accredited”  was  discontinued  with  effect 
from  1st  October,  1954. 
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The  phosphatase  test  gives  an  indication  of  efficiency  or  otherwise 
of  pasteurisation,  whilst  the  methylene  blue  test  determines  keeping 
quality  and  cleanliness.  Efficiency  of  sterilisation  is  checked  by  means 
of  the  turbidity  test  and  biological  examination  is  used  to  detect  any 
tubercular  infection  in  milk. 


ICE  CREAM 

The  situation  concerning  the  sale  of  ice  cream  continues  to  be 
satisfactory  and  as  in  recent  years  the  bulk  of  supplies  have  come  from 
the  large  manufacturers  of  national  repute  whose  names  are  now 
household  words.  Manufacture  of  ice  cream  in  the  Urban  District  is 
limited  to  one  small  trader  whose  product  is  of  the  cold  mix  variety 
and  there  are  no  plants  processing  ice  cream  in  accordance  with  the 
Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947.  The  coming  into 
operation  of  these  regulations,  which  require  the  use  of  expensive 
modern  plant  with  indicating  and  recording  thermometers,  have  been 
instrumental  in  considerably  reducing  the  number  of  producers 
throughout  the  country.  Production  now  tends  to  be  concentrated  in 
the  hands  of  the  larger  concerns  with  their  greater  resources,  many  of 
whom  have  their  own  laboratories  and  employ  every  modern  scientific 
aid  in  ensuring  the  highest  possible  standards. 

Trouble  was  again  experienced  with  unsatisfactory  samples  from  the 
same  source  as  that  mentioned  in  the  report  for  1953  when  the  guidance 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  was  sought.  A  local  retailer  who  had  ceased 
to  handle  supplies  from  this  manufacturer  again  commenced  to  do  so; 
results  once  more  proved  unsatisfactory  and  the  trader  decided  to 
discontinue  supplies. 

Sixty-eight  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  for 
examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  St.  Luke’s  Hospital, 
Guildford.  The  sample  results  were  as  follows: — 

Grade  I  .  44 

Grade  II  .  13 

Grade  III  .  10 

Grade  IV  .  1 

The  samples  are  subject  to  a  methylene  blue  test  which  gives  an 
indication  of  bacterial  activity  and  in  a  percentage  of  cases  the  presence 
or  absence  of  faecal  coli  is  also  determined.  Owing  to  the  numerous 
factors  governing  the  hygienic  quality  of  ice  cream  judgment  is  not 
based  on  any  single  sample  but  rather  on  a  series  of  samples.  It  is 
suggested  that  over  a  six-monthly  period  50%  of  a  vendor’s  samples 
should  fall  into  Grade  I,  80%  into  Grade  I  or  II,  not  more  than  20% 
in  Grade  III  and  none  in  Grade  IV. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


There  are  2  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  These  are  regularly 
inspected  and  all  carcases  of  animals  slaughtered  locally  are  examined. 
Shops,  stores,  vehicles  and  places  where  food  is  prepared  are  visited 
regularly  to  ensure  that  hygienic  standards  are  maintained. 

The  total  amount  of  unsound  food  surrendered  during  the  year  was 
2  tons  5  cwts.  2  qr.  27^  lb.,  together  with  a  quantity  of  miscellaneous 
items. 


Tinned  meat 
Tinned  fish  . . 
Tinned  vegetables  . 
Tinned  fruit  . . 
Tinned  soup 
Tinned  milk  . . 

Meat 

Fish 

Bacon 

Cheese 

Preserves 

Sausages 

Cereals 

Dates 

Bananas 

Miscellaneous 

Total  . . 


t.  c.  Q.  LB. 

6  1  2\ 

24" 

1  2  23f 

4  2  24 
8 

2-15 
19  -  20 
1  3  11 

4  3  81 

1  2  6 

1  17 

3  18 

1  15 

2  16 
2  24 

18| 


2  5  2  27| 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . . 

133 

114 

291 

433 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis — 

133 

114 

291 

433 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

— 

— 

— 

1 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 

9 

1 

culosis 

Tuberculosis  only — 

6-8 

— 

— 

0-46 

Whole  carcases  condemned. . 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

— 

— 

— 

— 

or  organ  was  condemned . . 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

“ 

1 

tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD 

The  recent  census  confirmed  the  population  of  Woking  to  be  in 
excess  of  40,000  and  in  accordance  with  Section  64  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  the  Council  has  now  become  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority  for  the  Woking  area.  The  transfer  of  functions  from  the 
Surrey  County  Council  became  effective  on  the  1st  April,  1954,  and  all 
sampling  since  that  date  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  sanitary 
inspectors.  120  samples  were  obtained  during  the  year,  22  of  these 
being  taken  by  the  County  Council  sampling  officer  during  the  period 
1st  January,  1954,  until  31st  March,  1954.  Details  are  now  given  of 
the  samples  taken  and  although  10  are  shown  as  being  adulterated  or 
otherwise  irregular,  the  irregularities  were  in  all  cases  of  a  minor 
character  and  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings 
in  any  instance. 


Articles 

Analysed 

Adulterated 

Irregular 

or 

Formal 

In¬ 

formal 

Total 

Formal 

In¬ 

formal 

Total 

Food: 

Milk 

45 

45 

3 

3 

Apples,  strained  (tinned) 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Angelica  . . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Baking  Powder  . . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Beef,  minced 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Beer,  bitter 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

S  - 

Cordial 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Chocolate  Flavour  Drink 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Cigarettes — imitation  (sweet) 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Cream,  double  Devon  . . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Curry  Powder 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Essence — lemon  . . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Flour — self  raising 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Gin  . 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Ginger — ground  . . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Horseradish  (sauce) 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Jelly 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ketchup,  tomato 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Lard 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Lemonade  Powder 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Lemon  Juice 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Margarine 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Marmalade 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Marzipan 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Meringue  Mix 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Mint  Sauce 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Orange  Drink 

1 

• — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Orange  Juice 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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Articles 

Analysed 

Adulterated 

Irregular 

or 

Formal 

In¬ 

formal 

Total 

Formal 

In¬ 

formal 

Total 

Oranges — mandarin 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pepper 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Pie  Filling 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Rum 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Salad  Cream 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sauce — mustard  . . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sausages — beef  . . 

2 

5 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Sausages — pork  . . 

— 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Soup 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Squash 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Stuffing — Thyme  and  Parsley  .  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Strawberries  (tinned) 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Suet 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Sugar — Pure  Cane  Coffee 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sweets 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Tea 

— 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tomatoes  . . 

— 

l 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Vinegar 

3 

3 

2 

— 

2 

Whisky 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Drugs: 

1 

Halibut  Liver  Oil  Capsules 

— 

l 

— 

— 

— 

Tonic  Tablets  (Dr.  Cassells) 

— 

l 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

77 

43 

120 

6 

4 

10 

BURIAL  OF  THE  DEAD 

On  two  occasions  during  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  arrange 
burials  under  Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 


RODENT  AND  PEST  CONTROL 

Much  useful  work  continues  to  be  performed  in  the  destruction  of 
rats  and  mice,  and  experienced  operators  are  kept  fully  employed  on 
this  and  vermin  destruction  generally.  The  free  service  to  dwelling- 
houses  has  been  maintained,  more  than  fifty  commercial  contracts 
are  in  operation,  and  a  substantial  amount  of  pest  control  on  a  payment 
basis  has  been  completed. 

Pest  control  is  a  feature  of  our  work  greatly  influenced  by  scientific 
development  and  new  chemical  poisons  are  frequently  introduced. 

An  interesting  problem  of  pest  control  occurred  in  respect  of  an 
infestation  of  steam  flies  ( Blattella  germanica )  in  a  restaurant  kitchen 
where  in  spite  of  all  efforts,  it  had  previously  been  impossible  to 
eradicate  this  pest.  After  a  survey  of  the  premises,  treatment  was 
carried  out  with  a  new  insecticidal  lacquer  claimed  to  be  particularly 
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effective  in  dealing  with  this  type  of  pest.  This  colourless  lacquer  was 
painted  on  to  surfaces  over  which  the  insects  were  likely  to  pass, 
including  the  quarry  tile  floor  at  the  meeting  with  the  walls.  The 
treatment  was  carried  out  in  September  and  for  a  period  of  approxi¬ 
mately  three  weeks  afterwards  dead  insects  were  being  found  on  the 
kitchen  floor;  since  then  nothing  has  been  seen  and  it  would  appear 
that  the  infestation  has  been  cleared  up.  It  is  claimed  that  the  lacquer 
remains  lethal  to  insects  for  up  to  two  years  and  that  not  only  does 
it  withstand  normal  cleaning  but  that  scrubbing  tends  to  bring  to  the 
surface  the  crystals  of  dieldrin,  which  is  the  active  ingredient,  thereby 
increasing  its  efficiency. 

At  the  request  of  the  County  Council  all  school  canteens  are  treated 
twice  yearly  to  eliminate  fly  infestations. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

One  of  my  endeavours  is  to  achieve  the  time  when  it  is  possible  to 
report  that  all  houses  within  the  district  have  a  piped  supply  of  main  water. 

On  this  occasion  I  am  pleased  to  report  the  breaking  up  of  the  last 
two  groups  of  houses,  namely  those  at  Prey  Heath  and  Cowshott 
Common,  supplied  from  shallow  well  sources.  The  negotiations  have 
been  long,  but  not  only  have  a  number  of  houses  been  connected,  but 
the  way  has  been  eased  for  the  connection  of  the  remaining  houses  in 
these  two  particular  locations.  In  addition,  Warren  Farm,  Pyrford, 
including  the  Camping  Site,  is  now  supplied  with  main  water,  making 
7  dwellings  in  all  connected  with  a  main  supply  during  the  year. 

Only  1 2  houses,  as  follows,  are  now  supplied  from  wells : — 


J 


>■  Prey  Heath 


Cowshott  Common 


1-2,  Glencoe  f 
Fullers 
Range  View 
Hazel  Cottage 
York  Cottage 
The  Boxes,  Sutton  Park 
Holly  Cottage,  Pyrford  Green 
Boundary  Cottage,  Bagshot  Road,  Knaphil 

Trigg’s  Lock,  Sutton  . 

Golf  Course  Cottage,  Hook  Heath 
Fishers  Farm,  Lower  Westfield 


Number  of 
Houses  Wells 

3  2 


3  3 

..  1  1 

..  1  1 

..  1  1 

..  1  1 

..  1  1 

..  1  1 


12  11 

Consumption  of  water  per  head  of  population  continues  to  rise  and 
it  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  Metropolitan  area  it  is  now  considered 
to  be  49  gallons  per  head  per  day. 
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THE  CLEANSING  SERVICES 


1954  proved  a  relatively  good  year  for  cleansing  services  and  there 
were  very  few  days  prior  to  November  when  weather  conditions  had 
any  serious  effect  on  collection  schedules.  The  stormy  days  of  late 
November  did  however  prove  a  trial,  especially  due  to  the  increase 
in  absenteeism  due  to  sickness. 

Labour  remains  the  crucial  problem;  the  available  man  hours  for 
refuse  collection  being  89,232  (39  men  at  44  hours)  as  against  79,872 
(32  men  at  48  hours)  in  1939,  approximately  a  12%  increase.  In’ the 
light  of  this  factor  the  following  tabulation  is  of  some  importance. 


1939  1954  %  increase 


Population 

Premises 

Bins 


41,000  53,000  29-3 

12,700  16,252  28-0 

14,000  18,160  29*7 


Using  the  present  44  hour  week  as  a  standard,  the  labour  force  of 
1939  would  be  35  men.  A  one-third  increase  to  cover  district  develop¬ 
ment  brings  the  required  total  to  47.  This  makes  no  allowance  for  the 
substantial  sickness  and  holiday  problems,  but  provides  the  minimum 
figure  only.  As  the  staff  has  not  at  any  time  exceeded  39  and  indeed,  for 
the  most  part,  has  been  considerably  less,  the  substantial  amount  of 
overtime  necessary  to  give  a  weekly  collection  is  not  difficult  to  appre¬ 
ciate.  A  number  of  authorities  have  counteracted  the  labour  problem 
by  introducing  a  bonus  incentive  on  the  number  of  bins  emptied  per 
man.  Approximately  17,000  tons  of  refuse  were  collected  within  the 
Urban  District  throughout  the  year. 

The  following  is  a  comparison  of  staff  between  1939-40  and  1954. 
The  present  duties  involve  the  collection  from  a  considerably  larger 
number  of  bins,  as  shown  above. 


General  Foreman 


1939  1954 


Refuse  collection — 
Charge  hands  . 
Drivers 
Collectors 


2  1 

8  9 

22  29 


Salvage  collection  and  disposal  . . 


2 


Cesspool  emptying — 
Drivers 
Mates 


4 

4 


4 

4 


Carried  forward 


41  50 
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Brought  Forward 

Refuse  disposal — 

Foreman 
Tipmen 
Tractor  drivers 


1939  1954 

41  50 

1 

9 

2 


51  52 


Wage  Rates  per  week 

1939 

1954 

£ 

s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

Drivers  (heavy  vehicle) 

. .  2 

14  10 

7  10  10 

Collectors 

..  2 

9  0 

7  3  2 

Assistants  (cesspools)  . . 

..  2 

9  0 

7  3  2 

The  average  age  of  the  men  actually  employed  on  refuse  collec¬ 
tion  (exclusive  of  drivers)  is  37  years  as  against  41  years  in  1953. 
This  is  the  first  occasion  since  the  war  upon  which  there  has  been  an 
age  reduction.  Whilst  there  is  an  urgent  need  for  young  men  it  is 
unfortunately  true  that  this  class  forms  largely  the  section  of  employees 
who  do  not  settle  to  the  work  and  who  leave  after  varying  short  periods 
of  service. 


Collection  Costs 

Cheaper  collection  costs  must  remain  a  very  important  goal  and  in 
past  reports  variations  in  collection  systems  which  could  be  adopted 
for  this  purpose  have  been  set  out,  together  with  the  advantages  and 
disadvantages  of  each.  Most  of  these  methods  represent  a  lessening 
in  the  service  provided  and  are  in  any  case  unacceptable  to  ratepayers 
used  to  better  systems. 

Broadly  speaking,  two  other  methods  remain — education  of  the 
public  to  reduce  the  volume  of  refuse  for  removal,  and  re-siting  of 
dustbins  close  to  highways. 

Refuse  Disposal 

Today  the  land  reclamation  scheme  in  use  involves  the  Council  in  an 
annual  expenditure  of  about  £2,500.  The  pre-war  system  would  cost 
£4,000  in  labour  alone,  exclusive  of  rates,  taxes,  tools  and  other  inci¬ 
dentals.  Bearing  in  mind  that  the  tonnage  of  refuse  is  now  about  30% 
higher  than  in  1939,  sufficient  evidence  exists  to  justify  present  policy. 
The  net  cost  per  ton  (all  expenditure)  of  the  present  system  is  l/8d.  as 
against  2/4d.  per  ton  in  1939.  The  1954  figure  includes  the  cost  of  all  the 
mechanical  equipment  in  use. 
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Apart  from  economic  standards,  the  new  methods  most  certainly 
provide  a  much  higher  standard  of  workmanship  and  a  consequent 
reduction  in  nuisance  potential. 

The  renewal  of  a  set  of  tractor  tracks  at  about  £300  seems  a  very  high 
expenditure,  yet  indeed  is  equivalent  to  no  more  than  one  man’s  wages 
for  9  months  of  the  year. 

Salvage 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  new  methods  of  disposal  no  direct 
salvage  operations  have  taken  place  on  the  disposal  sites.  This  factor, 
associated  with  a  reduced  wastepaper  collection  service,  materially 
affected  the  income  from  salvage  sources.  However,  the  estimated 
income  from  salvage  (£2,550)  is  about  70%  of  the  total  estimated  cost 
of  disposal  and  salvage  (£3,661),  a  figure  which  bears  reasonable 
comparison  with  national  averages. 

The  declared  cost  of  wastepaper  recovery  by  700  Councils  reporting 
to  the  Wastepaper  Recovery  Association  during  1953  was  £6-53  per 
ton,  as  against  an  estimated  figure  for  Woking  of  £4-7. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  was  a  welcome  increase  of  10/-  in  the 
price  per  ton  received  for  mixed  wastepaper. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

The  cost  per  house  of  cesspool  emptying  per  annum  was  £9  3s.  7d. 
(682  cesspools). 

The  approximate  number  of  clearances  before  the  war  was  3,710 
per  annum  (530  cesspools  x  7  clearances);  during  1954  there  were 
3,913  clearances  representing  4,730,400  gallons  of  sewage.  Here  again 
the  shorter  working  week  exerts  an  unfavourable  influence.  31,431 
miles  were  covered  to  complete  this  work. 

There  are  so  many  serious  aspects  to  the  subject  of  cesspool  emptying 
that  I  venture  to  emphasise  the  situation  by  repeating  the  following 
extract  from  my  report  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  in  November. 

“The  difficulty  of  emptying  cesspools  at  satisfactory  intervals  increases 
in  intensity  each  month.  In  1939  the  Council  emptied  530  cesspools; 
in  January  of  this  year  the  figure  was  655,  whilst  the  figure  has  risen 
during  the  present  year  to  682.  The  fleet  of  machines  available  for  the 
work  of  cesspool  emptying  has  not  been  increased  since  1939,  and 
owing  to  a  reduction  in  the  working  week  the  number  of  man  hours 
available  today  has  fallen  from  19,968  per  annum  to  18,304.  Again, 
in  1939  a  very  large  number  of  well  situated  disposal  points  existed 
for  cesspool  sewage  both  in  sewers  and  on  farm  sites;  today  this  large 
and  useful  total  of  disposal  points  has  been  reduced  to  five  sewer  con¬ 
nections,  as  a  result  of  which  there  has  been  a  very  extensive  increase  in 
vehicle  mileage  for  no  gain  in  efficiency. 
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Prior  to  the  war  cesspools  were  emptied  at  intervals  of  approxi¬ 
mately  seven  weeks,  but  as  a  result  of  the  factors  now  mentioned  this 
period  has  extended  to  approximately  ten  weeks. 

It  is  estimated  that  during  1955  a  further  30  properties  will  be 
constructed  on  cesspool  drainage,  a  circumstance  which  must  inevitably 
retard  the  clearance  rate  still  further.” 


Houses  on  cesspools  served  by  Woking  U.D.C.  cesspool  machines  as  at 

November  1954 

Ward  No.  of  Houses 

Knaphill  and  Brookwood  . .  . .  . .  95 

St.  John’s  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

Horsell  North  . .  . .  . .  . .  165 

Horsell  South  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

Sutton  and  Bridley  . .  . .  . .  . .  259 

Village  and  Mayford  . .  . .  . .  52 

Maybury  and  Mount  Hermon  . .  . .  22 

Pyrford  .  38 

Byfleet  .  15 


Total  .  680 


